BACKGROUND
There are no published standards regarding the responsibilities of institutions housing venomous animals. Manifestations and management of the envenomations of non-native venomous animals are unfamiliar to most potential local treating physicians. Proper planning for such envenomations includes proper storage, transport and use of non-licensed antivenoms, Emergency Medical System coordination, receiving medical facility coordination, regional poison center involvement and the involvement of an appropriately trained or experienced clinician. Therefore: When an institution houses, displays or otherwise has possession of venomous animals, it is incumbent upon that institution to assure that the likelihood of human envenomation is minimized and that there is a written plan to respond to any envenomation that may occur. 
